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Who would sunpose taat 
Daniel Sitsder, with ait ws 
stolen rautasen Coenments, 
would be blaming ihe news- 
paper business. and aisa tre. 

all Stlame ita:n Pret: 
dent ‘Johnson, fer the ai- 
leged Vietnam “deception” 
in the 15t4 election? To aor- 


television addicts, this will 


Surely de news. 
But on Tiesdavy nicht, on 
the Dick Cavett Show, Elis- 
‘berg did exactly that. He 
‘said he had been doing re- 
search on Jonnsen’s cam- 
-Bpaisn statements in 1564, 
_and to his “amazement,” he 
had found that these state- 
“ments were “almost invari- 
-ably misquoted recently.” 


President Jonson, he de-: 


clared, had given the coun- 
try many “cues” concerning 
the danger in South Viet- 
pam. Ee was then asked: 
“Do you mean to give the 
impression of shifting the 
blame a little off Johnson 
and 2 Hitie onto the press?” 
“Very much so... .” Etls- 


~ berg answered emphaticaliy. 
° "They (the public) did nat 


hear what they did not want 
to hear, They still don’t do 
. that and the press cooper- 
ates ... They ccn't hear 
what they don’t want to...” 
"So you ard Vice Presi- 
dent Agnew both have criti- 
clsms of the pres3?™ was the 


'. next question. , 


“Ves," Ellsberz replied, 
again emphatically. "That is 
one thing we can agree on.” | 

These were fairiv <sensa- 
tlonal remarks. considering 
the source. The most ex- 
treme, plot-minded inter- 
preter of the famous Penta- 
gon Papers wos certainly 
this emotional and obessed 
man, Ellsberg. For davs on 
end, the first receiver of 
Ellsberg’s stolen zoods, The 
New York Times, had filied 
§ts pazes, including its front 
pages, with charges that 
President Johnson ard his 
administration had indee 
deceived tne electarate in 
the 1554 cainpalea. 

* Yet here was Elisderg sav- 
“jng the flat oppusite—and 
Gven sucvesting that the 


we nidin fauit lay with those in 


the press and subdlic who 
“dowt hear what they dont 
want to." You would pave 
supposed, than, that Els. 
dere’s exen!pation af Presi- 
deat Jeha dn wok Wace ce. 
esis echegit PUAPORND | mist 
muni, Witt ite iyhiguneg tO, 


. 
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| at 


tee. i 
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Sonor, 


ers. Obviously, 


es 


prominently neinted dsy af- 
ter day. 

You ceva thd hase aeen on- 
trely scram Ginee newspe 
n nicd what iilsters 
hag ays Say Sbout President 
a:vi one or. 
gave it cousideraole promi- 
nenee, - 

In aki editions of The 
Times, Lowever, this latest 
Ellsberg,stery was piayed 
dimly. on the inside. Almost 
exctusively The Times story 
concerned Ellsverz’s fcirly 
silly and irrelevant attack 
on tr. Wenry Kissinger. 
And there was no mention 
whatever of tae very-nodie- 
worthy—tut sainewhat em- 
barrassinx—Liisberg  state- 
ments anout the press acd 
President Jonzson. 


There is a pendant tothe 


foregoing set of contrasts of 


reperting and news nplav, 
mor2aver. In his television 
appearance, the unhappy 
Eltshery persisted in his 
contention that a Jarge ma- 
jJerity of fresident Jonn- 
son’s advisers had decided 
that it waz needrul to go to 
War 2uartat North Sieftsgam 
long before the 1764 elec 
tion. The Times had previ- 
uSly stated, on the front 
pace, that there was an ad- 
ministration “consensus” far 
bombing the North in early 
September, 1964. ~ 

- This was mendactous. 
There certainly was deep 
fear cf what the future 
micnt require. But there 
was bet) administration 
“consensus” for bombing, 
Broveriy so defined, until 
Fecoruary, 1945. 

Sherity before Ellsbere's 
television appearance, Dr. 
Salt W. Rostow came up 
trom Texas, aso to appear 
on televiston, end to tak to 
leading Washinzton report- 
Rostow rad 
all tne facts the Johnson Li- 
brary contains, including 
Many rot contained in the 
Pentazair Papers. 

In the mast circumstantial 
Tanner, Nastaw dcescrived 
the tarse maiorlity agains: 
yoabing in Seatember, 165-4, 
Yet Rostow, felling the 
truth, cecrived onic the Gira. 
mest inside coveraue frem 
Toe Tunes. as auginst the 
tatcue siorv of the 
“coasensus,” on the frert 
pase 

As to the alles hamboo. 
Tiiszof Sen. J. W. Fulecrers 
concerning the Tunkin Gulf 
[esoturan, bere ts another 
exeeret fram the Pentaquion 
Papers, as yet unpublished, 
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wut stitt in tee cublic co- 
main. In an adviousiyy nian 


: 
Neg cavionuy oa the eat 


flnnr, Gunns “the eéecace, 
Sen. Joan Coosar of Nese 


tucky asKad Sen. Fulocigac 
Buintealy whether tae a 
mous resoluion would siv 
the Prasidert atch ee 
“authe “iy” CSiae SSeS '! C-32 
forc2- as could jead_ iato 
W av. oT 


“That Is the way T would 
intesoret in” Sen. Sulsricat 
replied, without any guaiifi- 


cation what2yv2?. So how ws 


Sen. Fulbrizat bamboo ted, 
one wocders? ind dust who 
J5 sro ie Wwoorm at tie 
momeni? 


BEHIND 


Nixon’s -seemiosly imper- 
fturbabie decision to stand 
pat on his economic policy 
without a tax cat is a terri- 
fying forecast from his chief 
budget expert that the defi- 


cit for the new fiscal year | 


just begun might reach the 
outlandish peak of S35. dil- 
lion. ; 
That unbelievable peti 
bility was reported to Mr. 
sixon Sy George Shultz, 
director of the Office’ of 
Management and Budzet, 
during the Nixoa econoniic 
team’s Camp D3vid session 
that Geeided to take no ae- 


“ton about the sluegisn econ- 


omy. Indeed. the unorece- 
dented, uncontroiled rise of 

ed-ink ssendins is why the 
ices fegn decided a tax 
eun further widening the 


deficit, was-out of the ques. | 


tion. 

Thus, Me. Nixoa is staking 

eversthinu—wuie Ccornemy, 
his ce-election. the st2te of 
the nation—-on this tactte: 
by cooiy refusing ta either 
ingcease federal spenuin or 
flower federal tax? A he 2.™m$ 
tu rerluce inflationary expe. 
tations and tazrebvy hiotd 
duwn interest rates suffi 
cently to ners up economic 
recnvery. 

But the carazantusa vice of 
¢ weicst Soeneineg that le ‘t Me, 

Nixaa tu deebte atraist see 
mating (he ecomamey mitt 
syeetst his tacts. Scones me 
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 _ommittees of Congress. are falling over each 
¥ other in the rush to be the arst in line for investi- 


gating this, that, and. the other question reised by the 


Pentagon. Papers. So far they seem to have overlouked 
what might turn out to be the most fascinating vein 
of all for curious prospectars: the origin, circumstances, 


fie July 20, 1971 ae 

ie Vol, 23 No. 28 3: 

ne 2a 

12 Le 

t=. a 

- oY 

ts . os 

t Papers? p. 105 2743 

¢ : Diente 322d 
De, 


aud history of the Pentagon project itself that ended © 


up producing the 7,000 pages of text and documents. 

Surely this was & rather peculiar enterprise. Gen- 
oficial accounts of wars await wat’s 
end. Not only are you uaualty too busy while the war 
is still on, but in truth, it is irapussible to comprehend 
many aspects of qowmar-cincluainiy its beginuinx —until 
it is finished. These too, you would not usually expect 
your scribes to tune ovr a very adequate study when 
they have access (uo ory a minor portion of the rele- 
vant data and pacaons, and none at all tu the wercds, 
thoughts, or pape of the commander in chief. 

This curicus “otindy Was initiated by Secretary of 
Defense Robert 3laNamara in 1967 after he had be- 
come disillusioned about the war. It is said that Robert 
Kennedy, nut only sisiglusioned but thinking wbuut re- 
placing Lyndon Jansen 2s President. 
the notion. Messumsras put the job formiuly under As- 
sistant Secretary of Wefense John T. MeN 
Internationsl Security Affairs CISA), It is said tnat 
the work was denc by “rhirty to forty” parses, mwostly 


aughton et 


from in or aroupad the SA office. 


Tt would, be santereg ine ta have & complete fist of 


these thirty to, torty,. Rijgttio tt mentioned se far 
Leslie Ge'b aml Danigl Elisherg—are a {air sumpie, 


gave McNiamara © 


caragragh helow 
7 . 


- OUT EXTENDED STUDY OF DEBATE (an assertion 


* nauseating pieties, have gaculishty 


e 


becomes Cuciouser, Beth hiad turner 


= Avninar the war by praject times 
least, ied apparentiy already toat his heat oY 
on his estimate of the Tet otfonsi+2, 
rid-study}, No one who has 


will doubt the extravagance and instadiicy . 


which eceurred tt 
him on TV 


seen 


>, hardly the type, une Wontiee 


nyjeccive record. As a 


Nis ermationel Muaxerts 
a Datanced, 


oo 


think, tu cemple 


~ matter of fact, the ottice of international Security At 


Warren Nutter in 
ideologues. 


President Nixon put 
wis 2 notorious haunt of 


fairs, until 
charge of it. 

And in fact, this study is at the farthest remove 
a balanced, objective record. Consider typical exain2.23 
of its rhetoric: “The dilemma of the U.S. involvement 


rrom 


eee 


was to use only limited means to achieve EXCES3:VE 
ends.” “Our COMPLICITY in Diem’s overtarow neigne 
ened our responsibility ond our commitnrent.” 
“eniled DISMALLY.” The plannimg “began to taxe 


Strategic 


hanilets 


ona Kind of ABSURD quality. “In their RRUTALITY and 


their LLUNT repudiation of Diem’s SOLEMN word. to. 


Nolting, (the: 1903 pagoda raids] were a DIRECT, tut 
PUDENT SLAP IN THE race for the United States.” Taz 


meeting of the National Security Council was 
VEALING” because of “the pamSLiNG INABILITY to focus 
en the probiem.” The decision to build up combat 
port in 1951 was made “ALMOST BY DEFAULT eI 
the truth 
er falsity of which could not possibly have been Known 
by the thirty to forty because they had no access to 
White House officials or records). 
The words printed in caps and the rhetorical ton? 
they impart have no tace in either scnolariy or bureau- 
‘ eratic preuse. They are unraistakable signs that Wine 
are dealing with is not history, not any sort of obiec- 
tive account or record, but au eX parte brief, a C2al coe: 
an indictment. The study, insofar as its text has o+2" 
published, is not a history oF analysis of the war, bus 
a disguised and twisted attack, not so much on the w2r 


Ne 


= 


ag on the nation and its leaders anc its people. It is 45 
such that the media. to the accompaniment of their 


presented it. 


sj ANY WaY YOU LOOK<at Mme. Binh’s new soven-poir 
proposals for peace in Vietnam, trey add up to ty 
things. The U.S. will get its POWs back omy 
driws its suppers from President Thiay andi sz 


pit wits 
what Mare. Bint deseribes as an interim “tavee-s2750< 
government” that wilt rule South Vietnam beiveen + 
armistice and the new elections. wirich it will Organ: 
That would mean the admissiun of Ue National Liber 
and tne event 


tion Front inte the Suizon yoverament 


‘takvover ef the South by thy Communts. Nopth-awe’ 


was What tee US, went into Vietnam ir ihe Seet ¢- 
to prevent, Ouve befere the U.S. miade a deat ef 
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*. The New York Times’ Neil Sheehan, who was 


1 


chiefly responsible for splattering those top-secret 


Pentagon papers all over the Times’ front page, 


a 


in Boston. Sheehan may be charged with violating 


Statutes against moving stolen property in inter- . 


State commerce and receiving secret documents 


without authorization. 
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may face indictment from a federal grand jury - 
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, & Aides to former President Lyndon Johason 


are convinced that Bobby Kennedy plaved a key 
role in the original decision to write the Pentagon 
papers. And Atlanta Journal-Goastitutica 
quotes an informed ‘source as saying that Bobby 
pusned the project so that LBJ would eet “full 
credit’” for “‘botching up the war.” Kennedy re- 


. 
7~a 
Lin 


portedly planned to use the papers during his 1963 
presidential camoaiva to “crove™ that it was John- 
"+. sonand Co. who wicened the war, 
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